


Warm 
Welcome
	 Joy Douglas Strome

Cold. 
Colder.
Coldest.
	 Bone-chilling
	 knee knocking
	 teeth chattering cold.

Red door opens and slams.

Snow.
Snowy
Blizzard.	
	 Packed 
	 dirty
	 beautiful snow.

Red door opens and slams.

Warm.
Warmer.
Warmest.
	 Meals and meeting
	 singing and laughter
	 ping pong and worship.

Red door opens and slams.

Thanks.
Thankful.
Thanksgiving.
	 Out of the cold
	 into God’s house
	 warm welcome.

Red door opens and slams.”

LVPC has taken an important step to 
insure that a similar scenario doesn’t 
happen at our church. On January 10, 
Elders, Deacons, staff, and everyone who 
works with children gathered to learn 
how to keep children safe in an event 
organized by the Presbytery’s True North 
response team. Loretta Gratias-Bremer, 
Presbytery Consultant for Misconduct 
Prevention, says that “True North was 
created to respond to congregation 
and individual accusations of sexual 
misconduct and to prevent misconduct “

After watching a video where adults 
shared the pain of being abused in the 
church as children, True North presenters 
Cyndi Frost and Ann Ohlrogge Johnson 
presented a wealth of information about 
how to prevent this abuse from occurring 
and what to do if you have suspicions 
that abuse might be taking place.

LVPC member Kirsten Gettings, who is 
an Elder, a Sunday school teacher, and 
the parent of a young child, called the 
event “very informative.”

“Church is the place where you feel safest,” 
Kirsten shares. “We tend to trust people, 
but some people might try to take 
advantage of that.”

Participants learned important ways to 
keep children safe while protecting adults 
from false accusations. For example, 

having two adults in a 
classroom, and making 
sure someone  
else is there if you’re 
talking to a child.

“Adults also need to 
consider how children 
perceive their intentions,” 
says Ms. Johnson. For 
instance, an adult might 
like to give a child a hug, 
but it’s important for 
him/her to consider how 
the child might interpret 
that innocent intention.

Kirsten says she also learned what to do 
if she has suspicions that abuse is taking 
place. “It’s important that we don’t start 
talking to one another, spreading rumors,” 
she says. “We need to take our suspicions 
directly to Joy.”

The training will hopefully serve to make 
our children safer while preserving our 
tight-knit community. As Ms. Johnson 
points out, “Child abuse in the church is 
horrendous. It not only harms the child 
physically and psychologically, it also 
affects their personal relationship  
with God.”

The Christian Nurture Committee is 
considering a follow-up training for 
parents about how to keep their children 
safe. Stay tuned for details.”

Drawing Boundaries
by Eric Diekhans

We’ve all read news stories about priests, ministers, or trusted 

laypeople who have abused children in a congregation.

Cyndi Frost and Ann Ohlrogge Johnson of True North



 A New  
  Religious  
Revival

by Eric Diekhans

A young Muslim mother in suburban 
Chicago works with organic farmers 
to bring healthy halal food to her 
religious community; Catholics and 
evangelicals in Appalachia join together 
to sing “Amazing Grace” while a coal 
company destroys a nearby mountain 
with dynamite; GreenFaith in New Jersey 
outfits churches with solar panels while 
teaching them to reduce and reuse.

All of these stories are part of Renewal, 
an inspiring documentary directed by 
Marty Ostrow and Terry Kay Rockefeller. 
It will be screened during a two-
week Totally Tuesdays class beginning 
February 3 at 7:00 p.m.

Renewal is really eight different short 
documentaries that profile how 
the green movement is bringing 
together and inspiring Americans of 
many different faiths and traditions. 
It includes everyone from Native 
Americans in New Mexico, to Jews in 
Connecticut, Baptists in Mississippi, 
and Episcopalians in San Francisco.

It’s a film that LVPC members can easily 
understand and empathize with. Thanks 
to the Eco-Justice Taskforce, which 
is leading the Totally Tuesdays class, 
initiatives like eliminating Styrofoam 
cups at coffee hour or encouraging 
members to ride their bikes to service 
hardly seem like radical notions. In fact, 
LVPC could have easily been one of the 
churches profiled here.

Eco-Justice Taskforce member Rachael 
Albers says that Renewal “offers a really 
good perspective on how different faiths 
are responding to the environmental 
crises.” 

“We can see the inextricable connection 
between faith and caring for creation,” 
Rachael continues.

Asked what she would like to see LVPC 
members do after they attend the screen-
ing and discussion, Rachael responds, 

“I’d like people to seek out ways they can 
make a positive change in the environ-
ment, whether in small, individual acts, 
or bigger commitments, like getting 
involved in the Eco-Justice Taskforce."

You can get an excellent start by 
attending this Totally Tuesdays class. 
As Ty Burr writes in the Boston Globe, 
“Renewal documents that religious 
zeal can be yoked to change as well as 
conservatism, that differing faiths can 
speak to each other, and that, really, good 
works are faith these days. Above all, the 
film spreads the good news that we’re 
just getting started.””

Maureen Shenberger joined 

LVPC in June, 2008 and 

is involved with the Eco-

Justice Taskforce. Maureen 

is easy to spot because her 

trusted guide dog, Promise, 

always accompanies her.

Why do you bring your dog to church 
and why shouldn’t we pet her when she 
is wearing her harness?
I bring her because she is bred for this 
work and began her training at 6 weeks 
old to guide me around. She enables 
me to travel around safely through a 
unique communication we have. When 
she is wearing her harness she needs 
to understand she is working. When 
she is naked and free, she is a totally 
different dog. If you pet her while she 
is in harness it teaches through positive 
reinforcement that it is okay to seek out 
attention when she is in her harness 
and undermines her ability to focus on 
her work. This is true whether she is in 
the midst of walking me or if she is just 
standing there beside me.

What does Promise like to do when 
she’s not working?
She absolutely loves the beach and the 
lake behind my house. She loves the 
dog park and her favorite toy, a defunct 
squeaky toy we refer to as her “piggy.”

You work in public safety. What are 
some ways people can keep themselves 
safe  this winter?
Use active transportation, walking, 
biking, and transit to avoid the road 
dangers. Be mindful of clearing the 
sidewalks for snow for all pedestrians. 
Think of the experiences of those 
in wheelchairs or other disabilities, 
seniors,  and children. It is the 
responsibility of the property and 
business owners to clear the path and 
public right of way to allow people to 
travel safely. Be mindful of the laws that 
protect pedestrians and bicyclists as one 
of these groups and as a motorist. No 
one means to be involved in a collision 
with an automobile!

Anything else you’d like to share?
It is always important to me to be 
a part of the church family and 
I find that interacting with one 
another at the end of the service to 
be a challenge, I have been proactive 
in establishing relationships with 
others outside of that experience and 
encourage members to look beyond 
the familiar faces and reach out to 
the unfamiliar as well faces at the 
end of service.”

  Who 
You Know

		
by Sarah 
Warner

Maureen Shenberger

A scene from the documentary Renewal.
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Advance Warnings: Sign up now!
Totally Tuesdays: Renewal—

See February 3
New Member Class—See February 12
Totally Tuesdays: Jazz De-Mystified—

See February 17
Congregational Meeting—

See February 22

Sunday, February 1
The Women return from their 
annual retreat today. Men, time to 
do the dishes!

Lake View Pantry food donations 
and Two Cents A Meal offerings 
will be taken at the morning 
worship service.

Tuesday, February 3
Regular exercise is the key to vitality, 
so join the Seniors in Motion fitness 
class. An exercise specialist from 
Advocate Fitness leads the group. 
Class begins at 10:00 a.m.  
in Fellowship Hall.

Tonight, the Eco-Justice Task 
Force presents Renewal, a film that 
explores how people of faith all 
over the country are responding 
to the environmental crisis. From 
Evangelical Christians fighting 
mountaintop removal in Appalachia, 
to Muslims making halal meals 
from sustainable farms in Chicago 
to Jews connecting children to their 
spirituality within nature in New 
York, Renewal is moving, funny, and 
inspiring. The film screening will 
include discussion (and organic 
popcorn!) It begins at 7:00 p.m. Sign 
up in the back of the Sanctuary.

Wednesday, February 4
Senior Book Group meets at 12:00 p.m.

Young Adult Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m.

Choir practice at 7:15 p.m.

Thursday, February 5
Deacons meet at 6:00 p.m.

Friday, February 6
A Taize service features scripture reading, 
repetitive singing, and meditative silence, 
combining traditional worship forms in a 
contemporary way. The goal is to enable 
participants to remain open to the voice of 
God and discover the prayer within them
selves. Join us tonight at 7:00 for Taize.

Cafe Pride provides a safe social space 
from 8:00 p.m. to midnight for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered and question-
ing youth and their allies, ages 16-24.

Monday, February 9
The Finance Committee meets at 6:30 
p.m.

Tuesday, February 10
Seniors in Motion meets at 10:00 a.m. 
See February 3.

The Eco-Justice Taskforce meets at  
5:30 p.m.

Totally Tuesdays continues with a 
discussion of the film Renewal. See 
February 3 for details.

Wednesday, February 11
Senior Book Group meets at 12:00 p.m.

Young Adult Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m.

Choir practice at 7:15 p.m.

Thursday, February 12
Find out what it means to be a 
Presbyterian and a member of LVPC  
at the New Members Class, from  
7:00–9:00 p.m. Sign up in the back  
of the Sanctuary.

Ev  e r y  S u nday  
Study the Bible with the Niners Class. They meet at 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel.

Sunday service in the Sanctuary at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Childcare is provided in the 
Mulford Room. Coffee hour and time for fellowship immediately follow both services.

Sunday school for children at 10:00 a.m. Classes for ages 3-4, grades K-2, 3-5, and 6-up 
meet in the Parish House.

Choir practice at 10:15 a.m.

Share your thoughts about faith and life in Begin@10 class, 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel.

Free parking is available evenings and weekends in the Recycled Paper Company lot 
north of the church. Access the lot from the alley.

Help beautify the Sanctuary by donating flowers. To sponsor a Sunday, sign up in the 
back of the Sanctuary.



Friday, February 13
Cafe Pride meets from 8:00 p.m. to 
midnight. See February 6.

Monday, February 16
The church office will be closed for 
President’s Day

Social Justice Committee meets at 7:15 p.m.

Tuesday, February 17
Seniors in Motion meets at 10:00 a.m. 
See February 3.

John Erickson, LVPC’s own jazz musician 
extraordinaire, leads the Totally Tuesdays 
class, “Jazz De-Mystified.” Can you tell 
where the melody ends and the solo 
begins? How do the musicians stay 
together if they’re all just “making it up as 
they go?” Increase your enjoyment of jazz 
by gaining insight into the basic structure 
and forms behind this often seemingly 
chaotic music. Class begins at 7:00 p.m. 
Sign up in the back of the Sanctuary.

Wednesday, February 18
Senior Book Group meets at 12:00 p.m.

Worship Committee meets at 6:00 p.m.

Young Adult Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m.

Choir practice at 7:15 p.m.

Thursday, February 19
The New Members class continues. See 
February 12.

Friday, February 20
Cafe Pride meets from 8:00 p.m. to 
midnight. See February 6.

Saturday, February 21
Session meets at 9:00 a.m.

Grab your favorite game and snack 
and hurry over to Game Night. Relax 
and have some fun with fellow LVPC 
members. It starts at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, February 22
New members will be received at 
morning worship.

The annual Congregational Meeting 
takes place after the 11:00 a.m. service. 
You’ll hear about everything that’s 
been going on at LVPC during the past 
year and get a preview of 2009. Also, 
don’t miss Jennie’s always entertaining 
year-end video. The meeting includes 
a potluck lunch. Sign up in the back of 
the Sanctuary.

Tuesday, February 24
Seniors in Motion meets at 10:00 a.m. 
See February 3.

Wednesday, February 25
Senior Book Group meets at 12:00 p.m.

Today is Ash Wednesday, the first day 
of Lent. There will be special services at 
12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Buildings and Grounds Committee meets 
at 6:30 p.m.

Choir practice at 8:00 p.m.

Friday, February 27
Cafe Pride meets from 8:00 p.m. to 
midnight. See February 6.

Saturday, February 28
The LVPC Book Study meets at 10:00 
a.m. to discuss Loving Frank by Nancy 
Horan. The New York Times calls it “an 
enthralling first novel.””

Green Tip
Flush and Conserve
Face it, we all use the bathroom and we 
all have to flush. Toilets can account for 
more than 40 percent of a household’s 
water usage. Reduce water usage without 
even buying a new toilet. Place a 1-liter 
plastic bottle full of water (smaller sizes 
can float) inside your toilet’s water tank. 
Every time you flush, instead of using  
6 liters of water, you will use 5 liters.”

FebruaryCalendar The Flip 
Side
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Lake View Presbyterian Church

716 West Addison Street

Chicago IL 60613

(773) 281-2655 

www.lakeviewpresbyterian.org

open
  DOOR

open
  HEART

open
  MIND

LVPC 
	 Arts

Stephanie Browning performs:
Saturdays, Peninsula Hotel, Chicago (312) 337-2888

Kara Kesselring performs:
February 4, 10-15, 25, Jersey Boys, Bank of America Theatre, 
Chicago, www.jerseyboysinfo.com

Jennie Martin stage manages:
Machinal, February 8-March 2, TimeLine Theatre,  
www.timelinetheatre.com”
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